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President Bush Announces Nomination of FDA Commissioner
Appointee must be held accountable on scientific integrity
Statements of Kirsten Moore, President of the Reproductive Health Technologies Project, and

Dr. Susan F. Wood, former assistant commissioner and director of FDA Office of Women’s Health
For immediate release:                                   Contact:  
Adam Smith
March 15, 2006





Office: (202) 347-7911








Cell: (202) 386-8801
Washington D.C.- Today President Bush nominated Dr. Andrew von Eschenbach, current acting commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), to formally lead the agency. 
“For years, the American women have been misled about the FDA’s intentions on making emergency contraception available over the counter,” said Kirsten Moore, President and CEO of the Reproductive Health Technologies Project. “When considering this nomination, the Senate should hold the FDA – and the administration – accountable.  They must insist that the FDA make decisions based on health, not politics, and urge approval of Plan B, which makes abortion less necessary.”
“Americans need a strong and independent FDA.  I hope that during the nomination process Senators will ask Dr. von Eschenbach how he plans to restore credibility and scientific integrity to the tarnished reputation of the FDA,” said Dr. Susan F. Wood, former assistant commissioner and director of the Office of Women’s Health at the FDA who resigned last August over the FDA’s refusal to grant Plan B emergency contraception OTC status.  “Thus far, Dr. von Eschenbach has not shown that he is able or willing to lead the FDA in an independent manner or to insist on maintaining the high scientific standards of the agency.”
For more information on Dr. Susan Wood and restoring scientific integrity at the FDA, please visit http://www.sciencebeforepolitics.com.
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