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Reproductive Health Advocates Applaud Jessica Alba for Advocacy to Protect Women and Kids from Chemicals
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Statement by Kirsten Moore, President & CEO of the Reproductive Health Technologies Project, on support from actress and concerned mom Jessica Alba for toxic chemical reform:
“We thank Jessica Alba for speaking out on the need for comprehensive chemical policy reform. Like millions of pregnant women and mothers, Ms. Alba is rightly concerned about the effects of toxic chemicals on her own health and the health of her family. As reproductive health advocates, we share these concerns and stand beside her in calling for stronger laws to protect women and children from dangerous chemicals.

“A recent study by researchers at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF) brought to light the widespread and alarming presence of toxic chemicals in pregnant women. Many of these chemicals come from household items that women and mothers use daily, such as personal care products, plastic food containers, and even car seats.  They are linked to a host of reproductive health problems, from infertility and miscarriage to poor birth outcomes. A pregnant woman or mom has enough things to worry about – protecting her children and her own health from toxic chemicals should not be one of them.

“We need stronger laws to keep us all safe from toxic chemicals that threaten reproductive health and can impair a woman’s ability to have the healthy family she desires. The introduction of the Safe Chemicals Act of 2011 presents a profound opportunity to improve health outcomes for the most vulnerable among us—including pregnant women, children, and communities disproportionately impacted by toxic chemicals.”

Background: Mounting scientific evidence links exposure to many commonly used chemicals, such as bisphenol A (BPA), to a host of reproductive health problems including infertility, miscarriage, birth defects, early puberty in girls, low sperm counts, and breast cancer. The Safe Chemicals Act of 2011 will provide long overdue reform of the 35-year-old federal law that regulates toxic chemicals, the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). This legislation would give the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) stronger authority to test and regulate the 84,000 chemicals on the market today

For more information about this legislation and how toxic chemicals impact reproductive health and fertility, please visit: http://www.rhtp.org/fertility/SafeChemicalsAct2011.asp
For more information on Jessica Alba’s involvement in this issue, please visit: http://blog.saferchemicals.org/2011/05/jessica-alba-why-im-joining-the-campaign-for-safer-chemicals-healthy-families.html 
###

Kirsten Moore, President & CEO, Reproductive Health Technologies Project, is available for interview upon request.
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