[image: RHTP logo]

Statement of Kirsten Moore, President and CEO of the Reproductive Health Technologies Project, on Study Finding Toxic Chemicals in Pregnant Women

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE			Contact: Kimberly Inez McGuire
January 14, 2011					kimcguire@rhtp.org /202-530-4401

 “The Reproductive Health Technologies Project applauds the work of University of California San Francisco (UCSF) researchers in bringing to light the widespread presence of toxic chemicals in the bodies of pregnant women. While this study is certainly shocking, it is sadly not surprising, given the tens of thousands of chemicals to which we are all exposed on a daily basis.

“The study, published in today’s Environmental Health Perspectives (http://ehponline.org/article/info:doi/10.1289/ehp.1002727) tested pregnant women for 163 chemicals found in pesticides, personal care products, non-stick cookware, and other common household items. Many of the chemicals were present in 99% to 100% of the women studied. The findings also corroborate a smaller, earlier study released by the Washington Toxics Coalition, which found several of the same chemicals in the blood or urine of every pregnant woman included in their research.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Scientific evidence has already linked many of the chemicals included in the UCSF study to a host of reproductive health problems, including infertility, miscarriage, and poor birth outcomes. We know that a woman’s exposures to chemicals can have lifelong consequences for her children, and even her grandchildren. When this new research is considered alongside that information, a picture emerges: a pregnant woman is unwittingly exposed to toxic chemicals every day that pose a real danger to her health, including the health of her pregnancy.

“It doesn’t have to be this way. The federal law governing chemicals in the U.S. -- the 1976 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) – is outdated, ineffective, and badly in need of reform. Even commonly-known carcinogens like lead, asbestos and formaldehyde are still permitted under current regulations. This new analysis is a call to action: we must pass common-sense chemical policy reform in order to protect reproductive health and support every woman who decides to conceive and carry a pregnancy.”

For more information about toxic chemicals and reproductive health, see: http://www.rhtp.org/fertility/vallombrosa/default.asp. 
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