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Washington, DC –  On June 17th, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Advisory Committee for Reproductive Health Drugs will meet to advise the FDA on the approval of a new emergency contraceptive (EC) product, ulipristal acetate 30 mg also known as ella(, in the United States.  Ulipristal acetate is a new drug shown to be safe and effective for use to reduce the risk of pregnancy up to five days (120 hours) after unprotected intercourse or contraceptive failure.  More than 4,000 women were enrolled in clinical trials evaluating the safety and efficacy of ella.  The FDA’s own review of the clinical safety data concludes that ella works without any unexpected side effects.  
“While ella meets the FDA standards for drug approval, we are disappointed, but not altogether surprised, to see the level of controversy created by activists who have long opposed any form of emergency contraception. We ask the FDA not to fall victim once again to political pressure and subject this safe, effective product to unnecessary restrictions that may limit a woman’s access to a time sensitive product,” said Kirsten Moore, President and CEO of the Reproductive Health Technologies Project.

The Reproductive Health Technologies Project joins with other women’s health care providers like American College for Obstetrics and Gynecology, National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association, and the Association of Women's Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses in calling on the FDA to approve this safe and effective back up method of birth control.  
There are 3.1 million unintended pregnancies each year in the United States.  Recent data released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows that only 10% of sexually active woman have used emergency contraception, suggesting a gap in use remains.  FDA approval of ella will give couples another safe and effective emergency contraception option.   
The steep price of currently available EC products means they are out of reach for some women. A prescription-only product could be covered by public or private insurance, reducing the cost barrier and expanding access.   
“As women’s health advocates, we are encouraged to see the continued development of contraceptive options that help women prevent unintended pregnancy,” said Kirsten Moore.  “This new product – ella – gives women a longer window of time to take action after unwanted or unprotected sex.” 

The meeting of the Reproductive Health Drugs Advisory Committee will be held on Thursday, June 17th, from 8am to 4:30pm at the Washington Hilton North, 620 Perry Parkway Gaithersburg, Maryland. 
For more information on emergency contraception: http://www.rhtp.org/contraception/emergency/default.asp
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