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Washington, DC - Today, the Reproductive Health Technologies Project (RHTP) commends the President’s Cancer Panel for the release of its new report, “Reducing Environmental Cancer Risk: What we know now.” The report links chemicals, including chemicals found in everyday products, to reproductive cancers, including breast and cervical cancer. The report also highlights, among its numerous conclusions, that exposure to these chemicals is harmful to the developing fetus.  It specifically recognizes that nearly 300 contaminants have been detected in umbilical cord blood of newborn babies, concluding that “to a disturbing extent, babies are born ‘pre-polluted.’ ” 

Jennifer Rogers, Programs and Policy Director at Reproductive Health Technologies Project, remarked, “This report confirms what women’s health organizations, the Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families coalition, and numerous scientists have been saying for some time: there is a link between toxic chemicals in our environment and negative reproductive health outcomes, such as reproductive birth defects and reproductive cancers.”
Only a few weeks ago, Senator Lautenberg introduced the Safe Chemicals Act, an important piece of legislation that takes the first step towards updating our national chemical policy. The Safe Chemicals Act of 2010 will provide long overdue reform of the 34-year-old federal law that regulates toxic chemicals, giving the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) stronger authority to act. The President’s Cancel Panel report is the just latest of many studies linking exposure to commonly used chemicals, such as Bisphenol A (BPA), to a host of reproductive health problems including birth defects, early puberty in girls, sexual dysfunction, infertility, and breast cancer.

Rogers added, “This report makes a powerful case as to why we need national chemical policy reform now.  We have a unique opportunity to pass legislation that protects the health of our families by regulating the most dangerous reproductive toxicants.”
For more information about the Safe Chemical Act and how toxic chemicals impact reproductive health and fertility, go to the Reproductive Health Technologies Project’s press kit: http://www.rhtp.org/fertility/SafeChemicalsAct.asp
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