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The Reproductive Health Technologies Project Applauds Historic Measure Expanding Access to Preventive Services for Women
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Statement by Kirsten Moore, President & CEO of the Reproductive Health Technologies Project, on the adoption of new preventive service standards for women to be covered by new insurance plans with no cost sharing:

“Today the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has delivered on a significant promise of health care reform for women. This decision directs new health plans to cover Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved contraceptive products without burdening women with out-of- pocket fees. This is a historic step toward broadening women’s access to a range of safe and effective family planning methods.

“Reducing cost barriers to contraception will greatly benefit women who might otherwise not be able to access these critical services. This action confirms what health advocates have said for years: helping individuals plan a pregnancy is beneficial to women, to children and families, to communities, and to our nation’s health.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“We applaud Secretary Sebelius for adopting the evidence and recommendations provided by Institute of Medicine on a variety of preventive women’s health services, including annual well-woman preventive care visits, screening and counseling to detect and prevent interpersonal and domestic violence, and counseling on sexually transmitted infections, including HIV. All of these services are essential elements for a holistic approach to improving women’s health.

“Research has shown that women who use their first choice method are better able to prevent an unintended pregnancy. We hope insurance companies will quickly enact these policies in a way that maximizes the possibility for each woman to find the birth control method that best suits her need.”
###

Background: On July 2011, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) presented DHHS with clinical preventive services recommendations for women as directed by the Affordable Care Act. These recommendations were based on a thorough review of evidence and a commitment to public health. The IOM recommended eight preventative services that should be provided without cost sharing:
· well-woman visits;
· screening for gestational diabetes;
· human papillomavirus (HPV) DNA testing for women 30 years and older;
· sexually-transmitted infection counseling;
· human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) screening and counseling;
· FDA-approved contraception methods and contraceptive counseling;
· breastfeeding support, supplies, and counseling; and
· domestic violence screening and counseling.
For more information about contraception, please visit:  http://www.rhtp.org/contraception 
For more information on the DHHS recommendations, please visit: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/08/20110801b.html 
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